
LETTER TO UN MISSIONS 

We, the under-signed organizations, representing civil-society organizations and social movements from 
around the world, call upon the members of the UN NGO Committee to reject the application of Aquafed, the 
International Federation of Private Water Operators, for United Nations ECOSOC consultative status at the 
May 16-24, 2011 session of the committee. 

Aquafed is an industry lobby organization created to promote the interests of for-profit water companies. 
Aquafed violates the criteria for ECOSOC consultative status by not properly being a non-profit and not having 
accountable, democratic and transparent processes.  

The private water companies that Aquafed represents include transnational corporations Veolia, Suez, Agbar, 
Saur and many other private water companies. Appropriate mechanisms of accountability and democratic and 
transparent decision-making processes are not uniformly part of the structure of private water companies and it 
is therefore impossible for Aquafed to claim that it meets these criteria as set out by the United Nations. 

Though Aquafed represents itself as a non-profit organization, Aquafed members are some of the largest for-
profit organizations in the world. The only criterion for joining Aquafed is that you must be a for-profit private 
water company. The Committee on NGO’s should reject Aquafed’s application because Aquafed exclusively 
represents the interests of for-profit corporations and therefore contravenes the requirement that organizations 
to be non-profit. 

On July 28, 2010 the UN General Assembly adopted resolution A/RES/64/292 recognizing the human right to 
water and sanitation.  

This resolution was affirmed by the Human Rights Council on September 30, 2010 through resolution 
A/HRC/15/L.14. 

Recognition of the human right to water and sanitation was a historic pronouncement by the United Nations on 
the obligations that member states bear with respect to water and sanitation.  

We, the undersigned representatives of international social movements and civil-society organizations strongly 
support the member states of the United Nations in passing these resolutions and in the action needed to 
implement the human right to water and sanitation. 

We believe that granting Aquafed consultative status, when it fails to meet the UN’s stated criteria, would be 
seen as support for Aquafed goals of promoting water privatization and commodification. 

For these reasons we urge you to reject Aquafed’s application. 

Signatories: 

Roberto Borrero United Confederation of Taino People Americas 

Natalia Salvatico Campaña Agua y Sustentabilidad Amigos de la Tierra, Buenos Aires Argentina 

Ian Douglas Fair Water Use Australia 

Hermann Kosius Informationsgruppe Lateinamerika -IGLA Austria 

Shantal Munro-Knight Caribbean Policy Development Centre (CPDC) Barbados 

Olivier Hoedeman Corporate Europe Observatory Belgium 

Emmanuel Petrella IERPE - Institut Européen de recherche sur la Politique de l'Eau Belgium 

Carlo Krusich  ACRA-Bolivia Bolivia 

Elizabeth Peredo Beltrán Solon Foundation Bolivia 

Christian Caubet Federation des Entités Ecologiques Catarinenses  Brazil 

Samuel Swwoungou Cameroon Civil Action Network on Water and Sanitation Cameroon 



Ndemba 

David Brooks POLIS Canada 

Richard Girard Polaris Institute  Canada 

Sylvie Paquerot l'ACME -Quebec Canada 

Caroline Perron Eau Secours! Canada 

Anil Naidoo Blue Planet Project Canada 

Maude Barlow  Council of Canadians Canada 

Lara Claudio Capitulo Chileno de Alianza Social Continental  Chile 

Silva Consuelo Capitulo Chileno de Alianza Social Continental Atantamente Chile 

Danilo Urrea Censat Agua Viva  Colombia 

Julio César Maya Gualdrón La Ceiba Colombia 

Juan Camilo Ecofondo Colombia 

Marilyn Machado Proceso de Comunidades Negras Colombia 

Lidija Runko Luttenberger Komunalac Croatia 

Costas Charalambous Friends of the Earth Cyprus Cyprus 

Palle Bendsen NOAH Friends of the Earth Denmark Denmark 

Sara Caria ACRA-Ecuador Ecuador 

Decio Diagonal Fundacion ALDHEA Ecuador 

Larin Zulma Red De Accion Ciudadana Frente al Libre Comercio e Inversion  El Salvador 

John Hilary War on Want England 

Gabriella Zanzanaini Food and Water Watch Europe Europe 

Jerry van den Berge European Federation of Public Services Unions Europe 

Olli-Pekka Haavisto Friends of the Earth Finland Finland 

Danielle Mitterand France Libertes - Fondation Danielle Mitterand France 

Achille du Genestoux ACME - France France 

Louise Crovetti Europe Ecologie-les Verts France 

Louise Crovetti Association des consom'acteurs d'eau de Carpentras France 

Stefania Molinari Association coordination eau ile-de-France France 

Jean Claude Oliva Coordination Eau ile-de-France France 

Michaud Philippe La Coordination Eau Bien Commun PACA (37 organizations) France 

Alain Nicolas Eau Secours Marseille Metropole France 

Anne Bouzinac Eau Secours 31 France 

Michèle Muratore  Attac 06 France 

Martine Sarri l'Association Ailes de Siligi France 

Edith Felix Mouvement Utopia France 

Celine Mandon Eau-Publique Brest_BMO France 

Olivier Cuzon Collectif Eau Publique France 

Kristine Karch UN EcoMujer Germany 

Carol Bergin Colibri Germany 

Dorothea Härlin Gemeingut in BürgerInnenhand Germany 

Hans-Werner Kruger Wasser in Burgerhand Germany 

Kwame Mensah Western Region Development Network Ghana 

Adrien Difficile Justice et Paiz et Integrite de la Crieation Haiti 

Camille Chalmers PAPDA Haiti 

Juan Antonio Ricci ACRA-Central America Honduras 

Miriam Miranda Organización Fraternal Negra Hondureña, OFRANEH Honduras 



Gururaja Budhya Urban Research Centre India 

Subash Mohapatra Global Human Rights Communications India 

Aashish Gupta Indian Institute of Technology Madras India 

Wilfred Dcosta Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF) India 

M.S. Vaidyanathan Centre of Excellence for Change  India 

Arvind Sivaramakrishnan Asian College of Journalism India 

Amit Srivastiva India Resource Center India 

Muhammad Reza  KRuHa Indonesia 

Nila Ardhianie Amrta Institute Indonesia 

David Boys Public Services International International 

Caterine Ferguson UNANIMA International 

Alberto Zoratti Fair  Italy 

Marco Iob Centro di Volontariato Internaziole Italy 

Caterina Amicucci Campagna per la Riforma della Banca Mondiale Italy 

Giosue De Salvo Mani Tese Italy 

Renato di Nicola Foro Italiane dei Movimenti per l'Acqua Italy 

Serena Arduino ACRA-Italy Italy 

George Rubik Basic Rights Center/AWN  Kenya Kenya 

Michel Decker ATTAC-Luxembourg Luxembourg 

Claudia Campero Coalición de Organizaciones Mexicanas por el Derecho al Agua Mexico 

Martín Velázquez  Alianza Mexicana por la Autodeterminación de los Pueblos (AMAP) Mexico 

Martín Velázquez 
Comunidades Campesinas y Urbanas Solidarias con Alternativas (COMCAUSA 
A.C.) Mexico 

Marco Antonio Velázquez 
Navarrete Red Mexicana de Acción frente al Libre Comercio (RMALC) Mexico 

Fernando Henriquez Centro de Iniciativas para el Desarrollo Mexico 

Anabela Lemos JA! Justica Ambiental/FOE Mozambique Mozambique 

Rob Bleijerveld ASEED Europe Netherlands 

Satoko Kishimoto Transnational Institute Netherlands 

Iain Trousdell Healing Water New Zealand 

Maria McMillan Right to Water New Zealand 

Martha Flores El Movimiento Social Nicaraguense Nicaragua 

Leo Atakpu Society for Water and Sanitation (NEWSAN) Nigeria 

Andrew Preston FIVAS Norway 

Trude Malthe Thomassen Water Movement Norway Norway 

Farooq Tariq Labour Party  Pakistan 

Mehr Abdul Sattar Pakistan Peasants Coordination Committee Pakistan 

Azra Shad Women Workers Help Line Pakistan 

Mohammed Yousaf Baluch National Trade Union Federation Pakistan 

Khalid Mehmood Labour Education Foundation Pakistan 

Saleh Rabi Palestinian Hydrology Group Palestine 

Saleh Rabi Palestinian Water Training Institute Palestine 

Abeer al Butmah Pengon Friends of the Earth Palestine Palestine 

Elias Diaz Pena SOBREVIVENCIA Friends of the Earth Paraguay Paraguay 

Luis Isarra Delgado FENTAP Peru 

Ramon Certeza Confederation of Labor and Allied Social Services Philippines 

Max M. de Mesa Philippine Alliance of Human Rights Advocates Philippines 



Erin Palomares Water for the People Network Philippines 

Milo Tanchuling Freedom from Debt Coalition Philippines 

Elimane Diouf Syndicat Autonome des Travailleurs de la Sénégalaise des Eaux (SAT-SDE) Senegal 

Matteo Cantoro ACRA-Senegal Senegal 

Mary Galvin Umphilo waManzi South Africa 

Gabriella Peppas Durban Green Corridor South Africa 

Tom Kucharz Ecologistas en Accion Spain 

Eloi Badia Federación Española de Ingeniería Sin Fronteras  Spain 

Lluis Basteiro  Enginyeria sense Fronteres - Catalonia  Spain 

Matteo Guainazzi ATTAC-Spain Spain 

Gallege Punyawardana Swarna Hansa Foundation Sri Lanka 

Hemantha Withanage Centre for Environmental Justice/Friends of the Earth Sri Lanka Sri Lanka 

Luca Toeschini ACRA-Tanzania Tanzania 

Mary Ann Manahan Focus on the Global South Thailand 

Amadou Taal Worldview The Gambia 

Kossi Loumonvi Jeunes Volontares pour l'Environment Togo 

Cyril Mensay Les Amis de la Terre-Togo Togo 

Ercan Ayboga Water Right Campaign Turkey Turkey 

Engin Yilmaz Doğa Derneği (Birdlife Turkey) Turkey 

Maria Selva Ortiz REDES - Amigos de la Tierra Uruguay 

Carmen Sosa CNDAV (Comision Naciona en Defensa del Agua y la Vida)  Uruguay 

Adriana Marquisio FFOSE Uruguay 

Adriana Marquisio OSE Uruguay 

JoKay Dowell ECIPA USA 

Rebecca Adamson First Peoples Worldwide USA 

Crossley Beth Pinkstaff OtherWorlds USA 

Jeff Conant Global Justice Ecology Project USA 

Randa Solick Women's International League for Peace and Freedom USA 

Wenonah Hauter  Food and Water Watch  USA 

Hope Taylor Clean Water for North Carolina USA 

Roberto Borrero Wittenberg Center for Alternative Resources USA 

Daniel Moss Our Water Commons USA 

Nancy Walters Harman Birthwise of Central NC USA 

Debra White Plume Owe Ake (Bring Back the Wy) USA 

CWGL Center for Women's Global Leadership USA 

Barbara Wishingrad Santa Barbara Water Harvest USA 

Elizabeth R. Hutchby Triangle Branch of Women's International League for Peace and Freedom USA 

Mark Hays Corporate Accountability International USA 
Santiago Arconada 
Rodriguez Mesas Técnicas de Agua  Venezuela 

 


